
   German-American Social Club 

of Sarasota 

 

axãáÄxààxÜ February 2012 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Club Members, 
 

A Happy New Year to all of you.A Happy New Year to all of you.A Happy New Year to all of you.A Happy New Year to all of you.    
 
Another year has passed and it seems that the older we get, the quicker the time flies. We 
had a wonderful New Year’s Eve Dance and thanks to the dedicated volunteers who 
prepared the hall and helped in the kitchen everything went as smoothly as it could be. We 
can always use more help and it is easy:  If you see someone working for the club just come 
over and ask if that person needs help. You not only help the club, enrich your experience, 
get to know your fellow club member better and with your help the job is done much 
quicker.  
 
With the last newsletter I asked for a volunteer to help Brigitte with reservations and 
seating arrangements. No one has come forward yet.  
When you do make your reservations with Brigitte please do not call her later than 9 pm. 
You can also always reach her by e-mail at b.wetjen@verizon.net with your reservations. 
 
Since no one showed interest in going to Orlando for the Heritage Festival and/or rejoining 
the UGAS, I will let the matter rest. We as a club decided anyway in 2010 not to renew our 
membership with UGAS. I’m sure that our Club Director, Ron Stopperich, is able to get 
tickets for those who want to attend. 
 
Our first dance in January was a huge success. We had a full house for our Western Night 
and Sepp & Heinz kept us dancing to the last minute. Keep telling your friends and 
neighbors what fun we have at our dances. It is through growth that we will prosper and 
thrive in 2012. 
 
Hope to see you all at our Faschingstanz and I will have prizes for the best costumes. 
 

Dieter    
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February 18th is our Fasching Dance. Let your talent be your guide in either 
making or shopping for an outfit that will knock our socks off! Previous years 
were proof of our individual imagination.  There will again be recognitions for 3 
categories: singles, couples and “special” judges’ consideration. So – surprise us 
and let’s have some fun!! 
 

A little reminder for everyone. For our Anniversary Dance on March 24th we would like to say 
we have a dress code. Please don your Sunday’s best for the occasion this once a year. 
 
 
A warm welcome to our             Forest Conley 

     Reiner & Barbara Fleth 
    Harold Graden (rejoined) 

          George & Joyce Lennex 
          Frank Zeckel 

  
Our Sunshine Lady, Irene Carlon, reports that the following members have been sick: Gerhard 
Glaesel, Vivian Langevin. Our good wishes are with them. Erwin Wetjen is facing more chemo. 
Please include him in your prayers during these tough weeks. 
 
On December 29, 2011 we lost Margarete Hanson to pancreatic cancer. She was a sister of Erika 
Lawall and a new member of our club since the beginning of 2011. Our hearts and condolences 
go out to Erika and Margarete’s families. May she rest in peace. Please read on: 

Upcoming functions: 
 
  February 18, 2012         Peter Műller   Fasching 
 
  February 29, 2012         General Membership Mtg. Gulf Gate Library 
 
  March 4, 2012         Club Picnic   Longwood Park 
 
  March 24, 2012         Peter  Műller   Anniversary Dance  
  
 
Dances start at 7 pm (unless otherwise indicated) at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For 
reservations for the dances as well as dinner call Brigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and the 
deadline is Wednesday before the event unless otherwise indicated.  
  

       Menu for February 18, 2012 
                        Fasching  
 
Leberkäse (veal loaf), Potato Salad, 
Sauerkraut, Pickles, German Bread 

 
$6.00   

Cake - $2.00,  Coffee - free 
 
  

         Menu for March 24, 2012 
Anniversary Dance 

 
Bratwurst, Potato Salad, 

Sauerkraut, German Bread 
 

$6.00   
Cake $2.00  -  Coffee - free 
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Margarete  Hansen, wurde  am 27.  November  1935  in  Schwäbisch  Gmünd  
geboren. Sie  heiratete  Manfred Wantulla 1956  und  hatte  zwei Kinder,  Angelika  
und  Michael.  1965 folgte  sie  mit  ihrer  Familie  ihren  beiden  Schwestern , Erika  
und Marianne nach  Detroit (Roseville),  Michigan.  1982  wurde  sie  geschieden  und  
heiratete  1996 Peter Hansen.   Die  beiden  kauften eine Tankstelle  in Englewood  und  
bauten ein Haus in Punta Gorda.  Im Juni  2004  ist Peter  mit dem Fahrrad  tödlich 
verunglűckt  und  am 13.  August  hat Hurrikan  Charly  das  Haus  beschädigt  und  
Margret verletzt.  Wir wussten drei Tage  nicht ob sie noch  lebte.  Es  war kein gutes 
Jahr!  

Margret hat in ihrem Leben viel geleistet und  hatte  viele  Freunde,. In Detroit leitete sie viele Jahre ein Deutsches Radio 
Program WNCK Deutsche Funk Sendung.  Sie war  Sekretärin  im Alpen Ski Club und  nähte Dirndl fűr die 
Kellnerinnen im  Old Heidelberg  in Mt. Clemens, Michigan.  

In 2005 zog Margret in die Nähe  ihres Sohnes nach Humble (Houston), Texas.  Das “Deutsche”  fehlte ihr aber dort sehr 
und somit zog sie 2010  wieder  nach Florida.  Leider  war sie nur ein Jahr Mitglied  im GASC, da sie am 29.  Dezember 
2011 an Bauchspeicheldrüsenkrebs starb.  

Wir haben viele schöne Erinnerungen die uns Trost geben , doch vermissen wir sie sehr. So wie im Leben Freud und 
Leid  sich teilen, kann Trost und Hoffnung  auch die größten Wunden heilen. 

Adam und Erika Lawall 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had another message from our connection at the Selby Public Library. For those of you 
interested in participating, please get in touch with Vera Neumann: 
  
Hello all, Sarasota County Library System is planning the second PAINT THE TOWN 

RE(a)D; A BOOK LOVER’S CONVENTION, to be held at the Selby Public Library, 
downtown Sarasota, on Saturday, APRIL 7, 2012 (FROM 10AM TO 2PM). 
 
Honoring and highlighting reading experiences and book discussions, we are inviting all book 
clubs in our county to attend, and to be part of the event. If you belong to a book club or know of 
a friend who belongs to one, please let me know. We are inventorying all of them. We don’t 
want to leave anybody out!!  
 
Preliminary programs will be out sometime in February. Thanks !! Vera 
Vera Neumann-Wood, Senior Special Collections Librarian 
Selby Public Library, 1331 1st Street, Sarasota, FL 34236, Tel. (941) 861-1175 
vneumann@scgov.net      www.sclibs.net 

 

Some of our old-timers may remember Vanessa, the singer from Germany. She is visiting 
Florida again this year for a short time and will be performing at the German-American 
Society of Pinellas County, 8098  66th  Street N., Pinellas Park, FL 33781, Tel. (727) 541-6782 
on March 3rd, 2012 at 7:30 pm. Please call for reservations. 
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Please note the schedule for the   German-American Friendship Club of Venice 

 
February 18, 2012 – Mardi Gras/Alpine Express 

March 17, 2012 – St. Patrick’s Day/Manni Daum 

April 21, 2012 – Hawaiian Night/Jess-N-Joan 

For further events check their website at www.gafc-venicefl.org later this year. 
 

 
Our member, Ingrid Wach, has a friend who is crocheting up a storm. She makes hundreds of 
items, from blankets to hats, to donate to the Shriners Children’s Hospital, the VA Hospital and 
needy children. All that can get very costly. Before you discard your unwanted skeins of yarn or 
just leftovers from your projects, contact Ingrid to let her know what you might be willing to part 
with and pass along.      
 
 
Unfortunately we don’t have a Travel Report this time. So I want to share with you the following 
I received from a friend the other day: 

Subject: Where I Have and Have Not Been 

I have been in many places, but I’ve never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can’t go alone. 
You have to be in Cahoots with someone. 

  
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there. 

 
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I have 

made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and work. 
 

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical 
activity anymore. 

 
I have never been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there. 

 
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.  

 
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older. 

 
One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up 

the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!  
 

And more and more I think of the Here After .. Several times a day, in fact, I enter a room and 
think "What am I here after?" 

 

Dances start at 7 pm  
4425 Yacht Club Drive, Venice 

For reservations call Sonja at 
(941) 497-2692 
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Immobilien Verkäufe um 8.2% gestiegen 

 
Im Jahr 2011 sind die gesamten Immobilien Verkäufe in Sarasota County um 8.2% gestiegen. 
Die Anzahl aller Transaktionen für 2011 beläuft sich auf 8224, und hat damit ihren höchsten 
Stand seit 2005 erreicht.  Der Durchschnittspreis für ein Haus lag  in 2011 bei $155,925.00 und 
fűr ein Apartment bei  $156,800.00. Diese Preise haben sich in 2011 kaum verändert, und weisen 
auf eine Stabilisierung des Marktes hin. 

 
Ich selber konnte im letzten 
Quartal 2011 Transaktionen  
im Wert von $4,075,000.00 
abwickeln. Im Augenblick habe 
ich Verkäufe in Höhe von 
$830,000.00 in der Bearbeitung.  
Darunter sind auch einige 
deutsche Käufer und Verkäufer. 
Gerne bin ich Ihnen bei der 
Realisierung Ihres Immo-
bilienvorhabens behilflich.     
Rufen Sie mich einfach an. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
Als neues Mitglied möchte ich mich 
vorstellen. Ich bin Altenpflegerin mit 20 
Jahren Berufserfahrung, 14 Jahre davon habe 
ich in diesem Beruf beim Deutschen Roten 
Kreuz in Düsseldorf gearbeitet. Ich bin mit 
meiner Tochter in die USA eingewandert und 
habe 2 Jahre in Connecticut als Babysitter, 
Housekeeper und Caregiver verbracht. Nun 
lebe ich hier und ich freue mich, daß es hier so 
viele Deutsche gibt. Wenn Sie Bedarf für 
meine Qualificationen haben, rufen Sie bitte an 
oder e-mailen Sie mir. 

 

   

Englewood, Manasota Beach Road, Charming 3 BR/2BA house  
available  for  seasonal  rental.  The house  is fully  furnished, new 
appliances,  washer  and dryer,  screened  lanai,  fenced  yard, dog 
acceptable,  internet,  flat screen TV,  $2,400/mo,   all utilities and 
lawn care included. Enjoy!   (941) 445-4507 
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A Birthday Fit for a King: Frederick the Great at 300 

An absolute must for all visitors to Potsdam, the capital of Brandenburg, is a stroll through the 
royal gardens of Sanssouci, the residence built by the Prussian king Frederick II (1712-1786). As 
they pass the bright yellow palace, whose name means “without a care” in the king’s preferred 
language of French, the Temple of Friendship, the Chinese House, the elegant fountains, stepped 
vineyards, and long paths, they take in the beloved centerpiece of the famed monarch’s realm. 
 
But the legacy of Friedrich II, who during his lifetime was already called “der Große” (the 
Great), extends far beyond Sanssouci, geographically as well as through time. The monarch, who 
transformed Prussia into a major European state, much more than powerful ruler, was also 
renowned for his talents as a musician, writer, and philosopher of the Enlightenment; for his 
tactical innovations in military affairs, for his economic development of his lands, and for his 
religious tolerance. 

He also holds a significant place in early American history, as signer of 
the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the Kingdom of Prussia 
and the United States of America. The 1785 accord, negotiated by then-
ambassador to France, Thomas Jefferson, and Prussian Prime Minister 
Count Karl-Wilhelm Finck von Finckenstein, created a commercial 
alliance between the two states and made the Kingdom of Prussia one 
of the first to officially recognize the United States. 
 
In 2012, Brandenburg is marking the 300th birthday of Frederick II, 
also called "alter Fritz" (old Fritz) or simply “F2,” with a host of 
events, including exhibitions, theater and musical performances, film 
series, readings, cabaret, illuminations, and other cultural happenings, 

in Potsdam and throughout the region. The “Friedrich 300” theme year kicked off with the “Fest 
für Friedrich” series of cultural programs, starting on January 12 and culminating with a big 
“Happy Birthday, Friedrich!” celebration on his birthday, January 24. 
 
The New Palace (Neues Palais) in the Sanssouci park in Potsdam, built by Frederick the Great 
starting in 1763, will partially open to the public again in 2012 following extensive renovations.  
The plan for January 24 included a wreath-laying ceremony at Sanssouci; a formal observance at 
the Konzerthaus on Gendarmenmarkt in Berlin, hosted by Brandenburg Minister-President 
Matthias Platzeck and Lord Mayor of Berlin Klaus Wowereit, and a festive evening of cultural 
programs throughout the historic center of Potsdam, under the title “Friedrichs Nacht” 
(Frederick’s Night). This is but the beginning of the rich Frederick the Great-themed offerings 
scheduled during the year. 
 
The largest and most high-profile of these is the exhibition “Friederisiko” of the Prussian Palaces 
and Gardens Foundation (Stiftung Preussische Schlösser und Gärten Berlin-Brandenburg). From 
April 28 to October 28, guests are invited to explore the man and personality of the great king in 
an exhibition through 70 rooms—many open for the first time—of the New Palace (Neues 
Palais), the grandest palace he built at Sanssouci. The exhibition’s title is a compound word 
made of “Friedrich” and the German word for “risk,” “Risiko,” and explores how Frederick’s 
accomplishments relate to his penchant for risk-taking. 
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Additional “F2” programming includes an exhibition “King and Potato” (König & Kartoffel), 
examining the mythos surrounding Frederick’s encouragement of potato farming to alleviate 
food shortages, at the House of Brandenburg-Prussian History in Potsdam, an exhibit on the 
interior colonization and its effects on land and landscape of the Oderbruch region at museums in 

Bad Freienwalde and 
Prenzlau; a film series 
“The wrong Fritz” (Der 

falsche Fritz) on the 
more than 40 films made 
on the Prussian king in 
the first decades of the 
Babelsberg studios, at 
the Film Museum Pots-
dam; and the musical 
“Friedrich: Mythos and 
Tragedy” playing at the 
Metropolis Hall in 
Potsdam.  
 
The extensive cultural 
attention devoted to 
Frederick the Great in 
2012 indicates his 
enduring significance in 
Germany today. In the 
words of Minister-
President of Branden-
burg Platzeck:“Frederick 
II was without doubt the 
most famous and 
important king in the 
long line of Hohen-
zollern rulers which 
Brandenburg and Prussia 
experienced. His is a 
character with very many 
facets: there are very 
different views of this 
king, and he is described 
in heterogeneous terms. 
I’m very hopeful that 
this anniversary, his 

300th birthday, will contribute to a more truthful picture of Frederick II. But also, we want to 
focus on what he can say for our present and our future.”                                      © Germany.info 
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God and lawn Care 
(submitted by Bianca Strauss) 

                     

*God said*: "Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going on down there 

on the planet? What happened to the dandelions, violets milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a 

perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and 

multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and 

flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But, all I see are these green 

rectangles." 

*St. FRANCIS*:  It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling your 

flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass. 

 *GOD*:  Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and bees; only 

grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass 

growing there?  

*ST. FRANCIS*:  Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. They begin 

each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 

*GOD*: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. That must make the 

Suburbanites happy. 

*ST. FRANCIS*:  Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it-sometimes twice a week. 

*GOD*: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 

*ST. FRANCIS*:  Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags. 

*GOD*: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 

*ST. FRANCIS*: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 

*GOD*:  Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, when it does grow, they 

cut it off and pay to throw it away? 

*ST. FRANCIS*: Yes, Sir. 

*GOD*: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and turn up 

the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 

*ST. FRANCIS*: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they drag 

out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it. 

*GOD*: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do 

say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the 

autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the 

trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of life. 

*ST. FRANCIS*: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as the 

leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away. 

*GOD*: No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil moist 

and loose? 

*ST. FRANCIS*: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call mulch. 

They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves. 

*GOD*:  And where do they get this mulch? 

*ST. FRANCIS*: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 

*GOD*:  Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. 

What movie have you scheduled for us tonight? 

*ST. CATHERINE*:  'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about.... 

*GOD*: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis. 
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Grandma’s Pearls of Wisdom 
 

To My Granddaughter – 
 

I’ve traveled paths you’ve yet to walk 
Learned lessons old and new 

And now this wisdom of my life 
I’m blessed to share with you 

Let kindness spread like sunshine 
Embrace those who are sad 

Respect their dignity, give them joy 
And leave them feeling glad 

Forgive those who might hurt you 
And though you have your pride 
Listen closely to their viewpoint 

Try to see the other side 
Walk softly when you’re angry 

Try not to take offense 
Invoke your sense of humor 
Laughter’s power is immense! 
Express what you are feeling 
Your beliefs you should uphold 

Don’t shy away from what is right 
Be courageous and be bold 

Keep hope right in your pocket 
It will guide you day by day 
Take it out when it is needed 

When it’s near, you’ll find a way 
Remember friends and family 

Of which you are a precious part 
Love deeply and love truly 
Give freely from your heart 
The world is far from perfect 

There’s conflict and there’s strife 
But you still can make a difference 

By how you live your life 
And so I’m very blessed to know 

The wonders you will do 
Because you are my granddaughter 

And I believe in you. 
 

(Becky Netherland) 

 
 

Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com 


