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Message from the President

Dear Club Members,
Another year has passed and it seems that the older we get, the quicker the time flies.
As you know every year the term of one of our Club Directors ends. At the last
membership meeting we did not take a vote on Erwin Deutsch, whose term will end by
Dec. 31.2015. I really forgot to put this on the agenda for the meeting. At the last dance
I asked Erwin to stay on for another term since he did such an outstanding job. Erwin
agreed and has my sincere thanks for it.
I would also like to thank all of our Volunteers, Officers and Directors for their dedication
and hard work. Please continue to help and serve our club because without you, there is
no dance, picnic or other activity.
The 8 day cruise to the Western Caribbean for March 2016 is sold out. We hope to have a
lot of fun in the sun and will tell you all about it.
The 2016 Event calendar is included in this newsletter. The music is pretty much divided
between Peter Müller and Manni Daum except for one opening in October. It is getting
more difficult to contract bands that play “our kind of music”. Please let me know if you
find a new band that plays music we could dance to.
Wishing all of our members and friends a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year and looking forward to see you at the New Year’s Eve dance.
Dieter

www.SarasotaGermanClub.com
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This year really went fast. The temperatures are still not down to ‘normal’ as one would expect for the
time of the year; but, the weatherman predicts though that it will be cooler.
We welcome back our ‘snow-birds’ that made it safely to Florida having left their ‘summer
residences’ in time escaping the upcoming winter season there – but who likes snow ploughing the drive
way and ice and snow on the roads anyway? Also, our overseas members and all our vacationers
returned from the old country or wherever they might have been. Not enough traveling? In the
meantime a group of members took advantage of another trip offer- as announced by the president in his August newsletter
message- and signed up for the cruise to relax and enjoy the Western Caribbean with members and friends.
The second half of this event-filled year is in full swing at the Club and took off with music from ‘The 2 of Us’ for our
Oktoberfest in September and our Weinfest in October; then the Membership Meeting; the Picnic where Joe Klemm
thankfully entertained us with his accordion; and the Wiener Ball in November with music from Edith & Peter Müller.
th
And we, members and guests, will celebrate our Christmas Party Dance on December 12 with music by Manni Daum
(please see details below), also singing some German and American Christmas carols. Then the year will ring out with the New
st
Year’s Eve Party on December 31 entertained by Edith & Peter Müller. This is a formal attire party. Please see/ call Brigitte
th
and make your reservation for New Year’s Eve -and pay- at the latest at the Christmas Party on December 12 .
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year 2016.
(THE ENTIRE NEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2016 IS ATTACHED)
December 12, 2015
December 31, 2015
January 23, 2016
February 27, 2016
March 19, 2016
March 30, 2016
April 03, 2016
April 23, 2016
May 21, 2016
July 23, 2016

Christmas Party
New Year’s Eve Dance *)
Fasching
Western Night
65th ANNIVERSARY Dance
(Formal Attire Dance)
General MEMBERSHIP Meeting
CLUB PICNIC **)
Hawaiian Night
Mai- Tanz
Sommerfest

Manni Daum
Peter & Edith Müller
Manni Daum
Peter & Edith Müller
Peter & Edith Müller
Fruitville Library, 100 Coburn Rd., Sarasota, FL 34240
Longwood Park (University Pkwy & Longwood Run)
Manni Daum
Peter & Edith Müller
Manni Daum

Dances are held at the VFW, Post 3233, 124 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237.
For reservations for the dances as well as dinner
call Brigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and
the deadline for reservation is the Wednesday before the event - unless otherwise indicated.
-----------------------

Dances start at 6 pm, doors open at 5:30 pm, and last until 10:00pm with dinner served around 7:00pm
*) New Year’s Eve Dance starts at 8pm, doors at 7:30pm, and last until 12:30am
**) Club Picnic starts at 11am

Menu for December 12, 2015

Christmas Party

December 31, 2015

“Prosit Neu-Jahr 2016“
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kassler
Roasted Potatoes, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Bread
Stollen - Coffee

FREE for Members
$15.00 for Guests (incl. entrance)
Please make your reservation with Brigitte

No Dinner
Dance starts at 8 pm, doors open at 7:30pm
Members: $20.00
Guests:
$30.00
Please make your reservation with Brigitte –and pay- at
the latest at the Christmas Party ( deadline Dec.12 )

www.SarasotaGermanClub.org
and sign up there with the GASC –Newsgroup (Google) to stay in touch and always get the latest alerts & infos
GASC-GERMAN AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB OF SARASOTA, INC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE EVENTS, DINNERS, BANDS AND ENTERTAINMENT W/O PRIOR NOTICE
JOIN THE GASC NEWSGROUP FOR LATEST ALERTS, UPDATES & INFORMATION
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We mourn the loss of one of our long time members, our former ‘cake lady’ for many, many years, Barbara Hartfiel.
The Club thanks her for all the time and services she devoted to our German-American-Club. She will be dearly missed.

Oktoberfest (September 26, 2015) & Wein Fest (October 24, 2015):

Our members Diane and Mike, also known as ‘Just-The-2-of-Us’ entertained us over many years with wonderful music, song,
Waltzes, Latin Music, Line Dances and the famous shuffle. With hits/ ‘Schlager’ from Overseas, Oktoberfest Music, Music from
the ‘Waterkant’ (Germany’s northern coast) and American oldies and contemporaries they spanned the Globe and understood
to create ‘Gemütlichkeit’ at our Club Dances. People flocked to the dance floor and enjoyed themselves.
We want to thank ‘Just-The-2-of-Us’ for their entertainment. Unfortunately, they are on a hiatis for 2016, preparing for
retirement. We wish them well! But, as we all know: retirement is not everything; so, we dearly hope that Diane & Mike will
be back soon playing for us again.

General Membership Meeting (November 5, 2015)
The General Membership Meeting was attended by only 18 members. Discussed were amongst other topics the financial
status which continues as expected; the upcoming Picnic and the worklist for the volunteers; the Christmas Party (members
will get free meal and entrance, guests will pay $15.00 for meal and entrance); the New Year’s Eve Party ($20 for member
and $30 for guest) with now 2 bottles of champaign for 8-10 people per table; and the increase of the hall rental for 2016
which was thankfully limited through Dieter’s negotiations. Dieter was able to establish the Calendar of Events 2016. One
band for one event will be announced later. The dates were divided between Manni Daum and Peter & Edith Müller since
unfortunately ‘Just-The-2-of-Us’ were not available. Three events will continue to ask for formal attire:
th
65 Anniversary; Wiener Ball; and New Year’s Eve.
(see “Schedule of Events 2016” on last page)

Wiener Abend (November 21, 2015):

Peter & Edith Müller entertained us with wonderful music.

As you can see, we know how to celebrate the traditions of Viennese Waltz, but also Swing, Latin and Line Dance.
As of now the Club is 140 members strong. Please talk to your friends. You don’t have to speak
German in order to become a member of the German-American Social Club of Sarasota. Come
and enjoy “Gemütlichkeit”, dancing to your favorite tunes of American and German music, and
Good Fellowship. Call / see Brigitte for information and application forms.

We wish all of our members who are sick or not feeling well a speedy recovery!
Our thoughts are with you.
________________________________
GASC-Newsletter December 2015
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Club Picnic (November 8, 2015):

We enjoyed a full house with members and guests at Longwood Park.
Thanks to a perfect organization with addtl. tables, infrastructure support, and all our many hard working volunteers we all
had a great time with beverages, Brats with Kraut & Potato Salad, coffee & delicious cakes! Thank you all!!

“German Christmas Markets Opening as Advent Season Begins
The aroma of roasted almonds, gingerbread cookies, and savory snacks, like fried
bratwursts, intermingle with the scent of hot mulled wine as people stroll through
Germany's cozy Christmas markets. The colorful fairs, choc-a-bloc with cute wooden
booths selling traditional ornaments and handicrafts, open up in towns and cities on the
first Sunday in Advent, November 28 this year, and last throughout the season until
Christmas Eve.
A favorite pastime for Germans and tourists alike is savoring the winter holiday season at
a local Christmas market. The colorful fairs spring up in most towns and cities for the fourweek Advent season leading up to Christmas Eve.”………………..“ Shoppers find regional
handicrafts, nutcrackers, wooden figurines, straw stars, smokers, textiles, cards, cookie
tins, glass balls, toys, and tree ornaments. Each Christmas market is unique with its own
flavor and traditions……. “
In this extract from the website: www.germany.info you can find some featured Christmas
Markets, like: Annaberg-Bucholz, Berlin, Düsseldorf, Dresden, Erfurt, Frankfurt, Lübeck,
Nürnberg/Nuremberg, Rotenburg/Fulda with their respective internet address (URL’s)
for easy access.
( http://www.germany.info/Vertretung/usa/en/04__W__t__G/01/09-Christmas/Markets.html )
Rainer Heichele, GASC Secretary, Newsletter December 2015
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German-American Social Club of Sarasota
(GASC)

2016 Event Dates
DATE
JAN. 23, 2016
FEB. 27, 2016
MARCH 19, 2016

THEME
FASCHING
W ESTERN NIGHT
65TH ANNIVERSARY DANCE
(F ORMAL DANCE )

BAND OR EVENT
MANNI DAUM
PETER & EDITH MÜLLER
PETER & EDITH MÜLLER

MARCH 30, 2016
APRIL 3, 2016
APRIL 23, 2016
MAY 21, 2016
JULY 23, 2016

FRUITVILLE LIBRARY *)
LONGWOOD PARK **)
HAWAIIAN NIGHT
MAI T ANZ
SOMMERFEST

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MTG
CLUB PICNIC
MANNI DAUM
PETER & EDITH MÜLLER
MANNI DAUM

SEPT. 24, 2016

OKTOBERFEST

PETER & EDITH MÜLLER

OCT.22, 2016

W EINFEST

TBA (WILL BE ANNOUNCED LATER)

NOV. 8, 2016

FRUITVILLE LIBRARY *)

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MTG.

NOV. 13, 2016

LONGWOOD PARK **)

CLUB PICNIC

NOV. 19, 2016
DEC. 10, 2016
DEC. 31, 2016

W IENER ABEND
(FORMAL DANCE )

CHRISTMAS PARTY
NEW YEAR’S EVE ***)
(FORMAL DANCE )

MANNI DAUM
PETER & EDITH MÜLLER
MANNI DAUM

Dances start at 6 pm, doors open at 5:30 pm

***) New Year’s Eve starts at 8pm, doors open at 7:30 pm
and are held at the
VFW Post 3233, 124 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237.
For reservations
call Brigitte at: (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net
and the deadline is Wednesday before the event unless otherwise indicated .
**) Picnics start at 11:00 am, at the Longwood Park, Sarasota, FL
*) General Membership Meetings start at 3:00 pm,
at the Fruitville Library, 100 Coburn Rd., Sarasota, FL 34240
WEBSITE:

www.SarasotaGermanClub.org

GASC-German American Social Club of Sarasota, Inc reserves the right to change events, bands and entertainment w/o prior notice
Stay connected: sign up to GASC Newsgroup
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