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Message from the President
Dear Club Members,
Looking back at the last newsletter and this new one here, I’m really pleased with the job
our new secretary Rainer Heichele is doing. When Rosemarie Deutsch announced last year
that she wasn’t running for another term as secretary, I almost gave up on our newsletter.
Nobody I approached wanted to do it. Then Rainer stepped in and here once more is my
profound thank you for doing a great job.
As you know we get the ingredients for the food we serve from a local store.
Then Klaus Schymanek does his magic with it and we serve you dinner. For quite some
time now our supplier raised the prices and so we have to pass that on. Beginning with
our dance in September we will charge $ 8.00 for it.
Some members have asked me to organize another cruise for The Club. I’m happy to do
that – my question to you is – WHEN? So far I’m planning a 7 – 9 day cruise for Spring
next year. Call or talk to me if you are interested or if you prefer a different timing. We
probably go to the Caribbean because that seems to be the place for good weather and
usually calm seas.
I believe our Sommerfest dance on July 25, 2015, was enjoyed by all. Manni Daum kept us
dancing and if you attended – thank’s for coming – if not, you missed out on a nice
evening with friends and good entertainment.
I hope that we all have a good summer and be spared by hurricanes.
Stay cool and keep dancing,
Dieter

www.SarasotaGermanClub.com
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Our yearly summer slowdown is coming to an end and we are getting ready for our fun-filled dances, the picnic and
membership meeting in the second half of this year! And what a summer it was so far and still is: hot, humid and lots of
rain. I can only tell you that all newcomers to Florida must still adjust to this! Ugh, temperatures this year were too soon
too high - as attested by the electrical and the water bill.
Many of our members were or still are on vacation: some even on big journeys around the world; others are overseas
visiting family and friends; some are vacationing in the cooler (?) regions in our country; and others again are staying put
and try to dare the rainy season here at the wonderful Sun Coast: morning walks; an early bike ride; beach leisure time
under the umbrella with lots of sun-screen; swim in the beautiful waters of the gulf; contemplate at quiet evenings with a
book under A/C and a preferred drink in hand; play cards and party with friends or neighbors; what can one ask for more?
Hey, ‘Snowbirds’ up North, Mid, East, West or wherever you are! Hopefully you are getting ready soon to come back and be
re-united with us to enjoy our Club Life, the ‘Gemütlichkeit’, the dances and the upcoming more pleasant warmth of
Florida. We are ‘ready to rock’ with live music.

September 26, 2015
October 24, 2015
November 5, 2015
November 8, 2015

Oktoberfest Dance
Weinfest Dance
Membership Meeting @3pm
Club Picnic @11am

Just The 2 of Us
Just The 2 of Us
Fruitville Library
Longwood Park

Dances are held at the VFW, Post 3233, 124 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34237.
For reservations for the dances as well as dinner call Brigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and
the deadline is the Wednesday before the event unless otherwise indicated.

Dances start at 6 pm, and last until 10:00pm with dinner served around 7:00pm; doors open at 5:30 pm

Menu for September 26, 2015
Bauernwurst (skinless)
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, Bread
$8.00
Cake -$2.00,

Coffee - free

www.SarasotaGermanClub.org

Menu for October 24, 2015
2 Nürnberger Würstchen
Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, Bread
$8.00
Cake -$2.00, Coffee - free

Stay in touch and sign up with Google for the
GASC – Newsgroup
to always get the latest alerts & information

With great sadness I need to report to you that we lost a long-time member.
Many of you will remember John Dydyn, always sitting at the middle table, next to the dance floor.
John Dydyn of Fresno, CA, and Sarasota, FL, passed away peacefully on May 21 st, 2015, at the age of
89 in Sarasota, FL. John was a faithful member of our Club and volunteered in his younger years as our
chef preparing for us the dinners. The Club was indeed fortunate having had the services of John Dydyn
and owes him a debt of gratitude. Born in Kiev, Ukraine, at a young age he migrated to Germany where
he began working for Siemens in Erlangen eventually being promoted to chef. While there he met his
first wife Lilli; sons Victor and Peter were born before immigrating to the United States in 1955 and
settling in CT.
His family continued to grow with the addition of sons Robert and John Jr. John Sr. continued his
career as a Chef and opened Liberty Lunch in 1956, followed by Fulton Lunch in 1959. He then was
awarded the contracts to manage the kitchen facilities for the State Health, Tax, and Labor
Departments in 1962, 1964, 1967 respectively. It was also during this time Elm Caterers, Inc. was
established, along with the Culinary Café and Wonder Bar Inn. After his wife’s death he traveled a lot
in Germany and California, and it was in CA where he met his second wife of 18 years, Rose. John is
survived by his wife Rose, the children from his first marriage, step children from the second
marriage, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Rose and family. May John rest in peace.
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64th Anniversary Dance (March 28, 2015):
It is now a wonderful tradition for us to celebrate in
style what our founders created in 1951: Our Club.

The event with music by ‘Just The 2 of Us’ was festive.
Members and guests enjoyed Viennese Waltz,
traditional German and American music.
And not to forget the delicious food that complemented
all and made this elegant affair another great success.

Hawaiian Dance (April 25, 2015):
Just look at the pictures…they speak for
themselves! If one listens very quietly you
might still be able to hear the intriguing
‘Hula Hawaii’ tunes from ‘Manni Daum’.
Members and guests were greeted with a
“Lei”, the garland typical for and associated
with Hawaii.
Did you know that there are 8 most
common methods of making ‘Lei’? They
may be composed of a pattern or series of
just about anything, but most commonly
consists of flowers, leaves, vines, fern
fronds, and seeds.

Mai Tanz (May 16, 2015):
A famous German folk song is about greeting the month of May and describing the joy of the
waking up of nature, trees are blossoming and getting foliage back after winter, and enticing
people to enjoy being outdoors again. (“Der Mai ist gekommen, die Bäume schlagen aus”)
We remembered that heritage with this dance event.
All over the old country people are celebrating, setting up Maibäume (May Poles) and dance
around the pole. The ‘Maiglöckchen’ flower (lily of the valley) is another symbol for the month
of May. Members and guests enjoyed dancing to the music of ‘Just The 2 of Us’.
Since the last announcement in the April 2015-Newsletter, we welcome the following new members:
At this time the Club has 141 members
To join our Club you don’t have to speak German,
but you certainly can exercise your German language skills at the
German-America Social Club Sarasota.
Please contact Brigitte, our Membership Secretary, for a membership application;
also, check our website for a membership application. Come and see us at The Club!
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Prado Almut,
Margaret Bering,
Christl Knapp,
Joanna Remani,
Loni Serci,
John Sima,
Gerlinde Smith
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We wish all of our members who are sick or not feeling well a speedy recovery!
Our thoughts are with you.
The Biergarten is officially 200
“…The Biergarten, or beer garden, has been a favorite social destination in Germany since the
19th century. Its existence is due in part to Bavarian King Ludwig I.
In 1539 a new law in Bavaria regulated when beer could be brewed. Brewing was allowed
between St. Michael’s day on September 29 and St. George’s day on April 23 and forbidden
during the summer months due to the threat of fire.
To ensure that there would be enough beer for the summer and to keep it at the cool
temperatures needed for the development of the beer, the brewers built large cellars up to 12
meters (almost 40 feet) underground, usually adjacent to the brewing facilities. There, beer could
be stored in barrels under large blocks of ice which were harvested from the rivers and lakes in the winter. They
planted chestnut trees in the ground above the cellars to provide shade. Once established, the trees provided ample
shade and created a pleasant atmosphere. In the 19th century, brewers decided to set up tables and benches and
began to sell their beer directly to the public. This aggravated the innkeepers who had previously held a monopoly on
beer sales. When King Ludwig I became involved, he granted the brewers the right to sell beer but not food. As a
result, the beer gardens continued to thrive and the brewers allowed their guests to bring in their own food, a
practice which traditional beer gardens in Bavaria still allow today.”………. _________________________________
……..“Since some beer gardens are located outside of the city limits in
forested areas, the beer gardens are also popular destinations for bicycle
excursions. That is how the “Radler,” which means cyclist in German, came
about. When bicycles became increasingly popular after World War I,
Franz Xaver Kugler constructed a bicycle path through the forest to reach
his restaurant the Kugler-Arm, which was located about 15 km outside of
Munich in Deisenhofen. As the story goes, one Saturday in 1922 there
wasn’t enough beer to quench the thirst of the many cyclists who made
the journey to the Kugler-Arm. So Kugler mixed beer with lemonade,
naming the new drink after the cyclists. It soon became popular all across
Germany; however, in the north it’s usually called an “Alster,” after the
river of the same name.
Today, beer gardens in Bavaria often offer an array of foods that pair well
with beer. Some regional specialties you may want to try include thin,
spiraled slices of the white radish affectionately called “Bierradi,” Obatzda
cheese spread, a Brez’n (a soft pretzel big enough to share) or a slice of
Leberkäs meat loaf.”
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Tanja & Rena

Wir heissen Tanja & Rena, leben seit mehreren Jahren mit unseren Familien
im wunderschönen Florida und haben in 2014 das
"European Clean Team" gegründet.
Mit Enthusiasmus, Stolz und Professionalität kümmern wir uns um
Haushalte, Ferienhäuser, Büros und Unternehmen
in Lakewood Ranch, Sarasota und Bradenton.
Wir würden uns freuen auch Ihnen mit unseren Leistungen zur Verfügung stehen
zu können. Schauen Sie sich doch mal auf unserer Website um:
www.TheEuropeanCleanTeam.com
Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Anruf,

The European Clean Team
941- 524 -1435

Rainer Heichele, GASC Secretary, Newsletter August 2015
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