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Dear Club Members, 
 
Let me start by thanking our great volunteers for their help to make our picnic and the 
Anniversary Dinner the success it was. Without this help these two events would never have 
been so much fun. As per the weathermen the picnic should have been a washout, which 
would have been a first for me, but when the volunteers started to work around 9:00 am the 
sun came out and we all were much relieved. It turned out to be one of those ‘Chamber of 
Commerce’ days. 
 
The Anniversary Dinner at the Stoneybrook Golf and Country Club was a very classy 
occasion and fit the 60th birthday of our club. The last members left around 9:30 pm and 
we all enjoyed the food and the company.  
 
I hope that all of you are ready for a new successful spring season. We have the Alpen 
Diamanten playing for us on April 16, 2011. Sadly it will be their last performance for us 
because they will stop playing altogether this spring. They have been such a great band and 
were always a club favorite, so let’s make this evening a memorable event for everybody. I 
suggest you reserve your places early, that way it is much easier for Brigitte to plan the 
seating arrangements. 
 
As you know Adelheid Shillus, our Cake Lady, calls you occasionally to provide desserts for 
our dances and picnics. Don’t give her a hard time. She figured out a great rotating system 
and when she calls you it is really your turn. The ladies that sell the cakes at our dances tell 
me home-baked cakes are the favorite. 
 
Hope to see you all in May when Marlies and I return from our travels in Europe. 
 

Dieter 
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For April dinner reservations call Gerhard Glaesel at (941) 923-4043 or e-mail him at gmglaesel@verizon.net and 
the deadline is Tuesday before the event. For May and subsequent dinner reservations call Rosie Herke at (941) 388-
3244 or herke2@msn.com 
 

 
  
Gerhard and Rosa Glorius 
 

 
Sick or newly repaired Members: Adam Lawall had knee surgery in early February. He declares 
it a success, is up and around and has been seen on the dance floor – good job on your 
perseverance for rehab, Adam. 
Irene Carlon, our Sunshine Lady, however is not so lucky. She just broke her arm (wrist) and 
must be in terrible discomfort. Our hearts go out to you, Irene, and we wish you a speedy 
recovery without any further complications. 
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Upcoming functions: 
 
  April 16, 2011        Alpen Diamanten   Hawaiian Night  
  
  May 21, 2011        Sepp Diepolder   Mai Tanz 
 
  July 23, 2011         Peter Müller   Sommerfest 
 
Dances start at 7 pm (*unless otherwise indicated) at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 4880 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL. For 
reservations call Brigitte at (941) 371-7786 or e-mail her at b.wetjen@verizon.net and the deadline is Wednesday before the 
event unless otherwise indicated.  

           Menu for April 16, 2011 
                  Hawaiian Night 
 

1 Paar Frankfurter, 
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, 

 
German Bread  

$6.00 
 

Dessert - $2.00, Coffee – free 
 

           Menu for May 21, 2011 
Mai Tanz 

 
Skinless Hot Dog, Potato Salad,  

Cole Slaw, Pickles, 
 

German Bread  
$6.00 

 
Dessert - $2.00, Coffee – free 
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The Alpen Diamanten 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For many years now the Alpen Diamanten have been a familiar band in Florida and for our club. 
Many of you remember the musicians from playing in Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and 
Massachusetts. Rudy (drums, trumpet, vocals) was the leader of Rudy’s Diamonds in 
Poughkeepsie. Herb (guitar, vocals) and Ann (keyboard, vocals) are from the Alpine Echo in 
Connecticut. The name “Alpen Diamanten” is a result of the merging of the two previous band 
names. The trio, born in Germany, has been friends for over 20 years and has been playing 
together for 11 years now. 
 

As Dieter mentions in his message, unfortunately for us, on Hawaiian Night (April 16th), the 
Alpen Diamanten will entertain us for the last time. They are retiring and will be sorely missed. 

We bid them farewell and wish them many happy and healthy years to come. 
   

 
         
 
 
Ein Deutsch-Kosovane hat 2 US-Soldaten am Frankfurter Flughafen erschossen. Er ist ein 
radikaler Islamist. 
 
Der Verteidigungsminister v. Guttenberg ist von seinem Amt zur� ckgetreten. Ihm wird 
vorgeworfen, seine Doktorarbeit an der Uni Bayreuth zum grossen Teil abgeschrieben zu haben, 
ohne zu zitieren. Ihm wurde jetzt auch der Doktortitel entzogen. Er hat ebenfalls sein Mandat als 
CSU Bundestagsabgeordneter abgegeben. Sein Nachfolger als Verteidigungsminister ist Thomas 
de Maisiere-CDU. Hat sein Doktorvater das alles � bersehen??? 
 
Die Justizministerin weist ihren Kollegen Friedrich zurecht:“Der Islam gehöre zu Deutschland”. 
 
Die Deutschen verbindet etwas mit TOBRUK. Während der Belagerung der libyschen 
Hafenstadt wurde das bekannte Lied des 2. Weltkrieges “Lili Marleen” gesungen. 
 
Die hohe Beschäftigung spült Geld in die Rentenkasse. Bald wird es geringere Abgaben für 
Beitragszahler geben, wobei die Renten steigen werden.�
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Bundeskanzlerin Merkel lässt wegen des Atomunfalls in Japan deutsche AKW’s prüfen. Der 
drohende GAU (grö� ter anzunehmender Unfall) in Japan treibt 60 000 Demonstranten in Baden-
Württenberg auf die Stra� e und könnte die Wahl entscheidend beeinflussen. 
 
35 Millionen Menschen sind in Japan in Gefahr. Eine Evakuierung ist unmöglich. Nach den 
neuen Explosionen in Fukushima 1 könnte auch Tokio radioaktiv verseucht werden. Deutschland 
wäre auf solch Atomunglück nicht vorbereitet. Deutsche rennen Ökostrom-Anbietern die Türen 
ein. Weder die USA, Grossbritannien oder Frankreich diskutieren dies Problem mit dieser 
emotionalen Aufgewühltheit wie die Deutschen. 
 
Die Lage im Unglücks-AKW gerät vollkommen ausser Kontrolle. 2 neue Brände an den 
Reaktoren verursachen Strahlungshöchstwerte. Deutsche Ärzte kapitulieren vor der 
Atomkatastrophe in Japan. Der Katastrophenmediziner Bernd Domres flog nach Japan, um den 
Menschen zu helfen. Doch die nukleare Bedrohung zwang ihn zur Rückkehr. 
 
Atomkraft ist das Kernthema “Der Grünen “; davon profitieren sie jetzt in den Umfragen. 
 

Angie Overdiek 
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Das Beste, was dir deine Ahnen 
Vermachten, ist nicht Geld noch Gut, 
Bedenk, da�  deines Lebens Bahnen 
Gezeichnet sind von deutschem Blut, 
Drum halt es stets für deine Pflicht: 
Vergi�  die deutsche Sprache nicht. 
 
Des deutschen Geistes Himmelshöhen, 
Der deutschen Dichter Poesie, 
Kultur und Kunst recht zu verstehen, 
Das kannst du ohne Sprache nie. 
Hab teil am deutschen Geisteslicht, 
Vergi�  die deutsche Sprache nicht. 
 

Willst du im Leben vorwärtskommen, 
Die Stra� e des Erfolgs begehen, 
Dann dient es dir zu Nutz und Frommen, 
Wenn du zwei Sprachen wirst verstehen, 
Schau drum der Wahrheit ins Gesicht, 
Vergi�  die deutsche Sprache nicht. 
 
Du bist in diesem Land geboren, 
Bist Bürger dieses Lands allein, 
Du hast ihm bei der Fahn geschworen, 
In Leid und Freude treu zu sein, 
Doch deines Ursprungs Stimme spricht: 
Vergi�  die deutsche Sprache nicht. 

             Vergi�  sie nicht, die deutsche Sprache, 
             Die dir von Kindesbein vertraut, 
             Er ist die allerbeste Sache 
             Der vielgeliebte Mutterlaut. 
             Was in der Welt dich auch anficht: 
             Vergi�  die deutsche Sprache nicht! 

 
                                   Author anonymous 
                           (submitted by Helmut Sauter) 
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Travel Report: A Cruise around South America 
 
It all started with a phone call from Dieter Schneider who wanted to cruise around S.A. I immediately 

said: we are going. We were three 
German couples boarding the ship 
“Mariner of the Seas” from the Royal 
Caribbean Lines on January 16th in Los 
Angeles.   
 
Our first stop was Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico where we took a trip into the 
desert with an old Mercedes Unimog. 
We learned all about Tequila, Mexico’s 
national drink and of all more likely 
places I took my first camel ride. 
Donned with a safety helmet I was 
sitting behind Ute. She enjoyed it, but 
for me it was my first and last ride. My 
backside was numb!! We enjoyed a 

typical wonderful Mexican lunch with a demonstration of how to make tortillas. From the beach we could 
watch the whales jumping. 
 
Next was Puerto Vallarta, Mexico on our program. We all liked this stop, especially the old town with its 
Malicon promenade by the sea. 
Then on to Puntarenas, Costa Rica. The town itself was nothing special, but the tour into the country was 
beautiful. 
 
In Lima, Peru we learned a lot of Peru's long and turbulent colonial history. It was news to me that the 
Inca ‘Empire’ only lasted about a hundred years. The city with its many Museums and Plazas really gives 
you an idea of how life must have been hundreds of years ago in the Andes. A lunch with typical 
Peruvian food and a few drinks of "Pisco sour" made me feel like an Indian chief. 
 
We had to leave to our next stop, Arica, Chile, located very close to the Peruvian border. In the center of 
town is the San Marcos Cathedral, built by Gustav Eiffel (yes you guessed it right, all build in steel). A 
drive thru the foot hills of the Andes mountains and the Atacama Desert shows you why  this is one of the  
driest spots in the world, - one millimeter of rain per year! We visited the oldest church in Chile with a 

 
FURNISHED CONDO FOR SALE 

2 bedrooms/2 baths, 1,200 sq feet, 
Maintenance free, new Gulf Beaches 

with screened lanai. 
New tile floor, new counter top, 

new appliances and more. 
Amenities: Heated Pool, Hot Tub 

and Tennis court. - $135,000 
Call Jerry Wach: (941) 330-2575 
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cemetery in the back, wood crosses, some with names on them surrounded by small rocks standing in the 
sand. We went to the San Miguel de Azapa Archaeological Museum displaying the oldest mummies in 
the world. The water in this region is brought in from the eastern side of the Andes which has plenty of 
rainfall do to the Brazilian Amazon. 
 
Valparaiso, Chile was our next stop. The city was at one time called the Paris of South America, it being 
the first port when ships still had to go around Cape Horn. After the opening of the Panama Canal it 
became a sleepy city. Now with all the fruits that are shipped to the U.S. and other countries, it is 
becoming busy again. We took a bus tour all the way up into the Andes, very close to the Argentine 
border. It was such a winding road that Marlies had to sit towards the inside of the bus because of her fear 
of heights. We stopped at the Portillo Ski Resort for lunch with a view over a beautiful crystal-clear 
mountain lake. Driving thru the Aconcagua Valley we saw firsthand how it is possible for Chile to export 
so much fruit world-wide. You can see avocado and other fruit plantations high up on the sides of the 
mountains with drip irrigation. Chile is also an interesting place because of its past history of Indian and 
colonial times. 
 
We continued the cruise south along the coast and into the Chilean Fjords followed by the Strait of 
Magellan. This 347mile passage connects the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. We stopped at the 
southernmost city in the world, USHUAIA, Argentina. The City was recognized as the capital of Tierra 
del Fuego by Argentina in 1904. The largest building in the city of about 15,000 people is a prison, where 
many famous politicians of Argentina have spent time to cool down. The countryside is very beautiful 
and with a typical BBQ lunch and Tango dancer show we said goodbye to this very friendly city. 
 
Up to now the water had been smooth and I would have been very disappointed if it would have been like 
that around Cape Horn. Well, I got my hurricane strength winds at night while we stopped behind a reef; 
also around Cape Horn the wind was blowing pretty fiercely.  
 
Our next stop was Montevideo, Uruguay, a city with a majority of European settlers. Again a lot of 
history, in the harbor lays the original anchor of the Battleship Graf Spee. There is a beautiful Riverfront 
along the Rio de la Plata. A bus day trip along the river brought us to Punta del Este, a most modern city 
and a playground for the rich (banking system like Switzerland !!!!).  
 
The final stop of our cruise was Santos, Brazil. Here we disembarked and started our extra trip to Rio de 
Janeiro by bus. We drove about 1 ½ hours to Sao Paulo, then another 6 hours thru the countryside to Rio. 
This city with its mountains and beaches, monuments and people is surely worthwhile to visit. We drove 
with a cogwheel train up 2400 feet to the Christ the Redeemer statue enjoying a beautiful view of the city. 
Then we took a short drive to the base of the Sugar Loaf Mountain to take the two stage cable car ride up 
to the top. We all tried very hard to convince Marlies to come with us, but she preferred looking at it from 
the bottom. From the Sugar Loaf you surely have the most beautiful view of Rio. I could go on and on 
about this city, but let’s end our trip with a flight to Miami. 
 
It is nice to be home and let’s face it: Sarasota is still the best place to live. 
  
          Bill Boye 
 
 
 
At our 60th Anniversary Dinner at the Stoneybrook Golf and Country Club we displayed old albums from 
the early days of the club. I enjoyed listening to members commenting on the pictures from the 50’s as to 
hair- and fashion styles. Going through the books more carefully, Erwin discovered a 4-page handwritten 
note. We don’t know the author of such sentiment, but I am all excited about the find and it is most 
appropriate to share them with you at this time. Please read, either the original or the transcript:  
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Heut Abend seid ihr alle 
fröhlich vereint 
Im deutschen club giebts 
halt immer viel Freud 
Kennt ihr die Historie von  
eurerm Club? 
Ich will es erzählen ganz kurz 
und gut. 
Der Troblinger – Berry + Wengenroth 
die kamen zusammen und 
hielten Rat. 
Die Kleins + Martha haben 
sie gleich gefischt u. so  
der deutsche Club erstanden ist. 
Der Klein wurde dann zum  
ersten President gewählt, er 
hatte es ja sehr leicht im Anfang  
damit. 
Aber ganz bald war es ein wenig 
anders - Vereinsstatuten mu� ten 
wir machen, da ging es nicht 
 immer mit Liebe her, da jeder 
eben anderer Meinung wär. 

 
Es ist ja bei uns Deutschen 
so üblich, ein jeder hat seine 
eigene Meinung und die ist 
richtig, aber sonst sind wir 
ja sehr gemütlich. 
Die Meeting war oft so wunderbar 
nur Kleins + Troblinger waren da, 
wir haben als dann Pinnackle gespielt. 
Ella hat nebenbei als Secretärin 
fungiert, der Bill hatte es auch 
als Schatzmeister nicht schwer, 
die  Vereinskasse war ja noch 
ziemlich leer. 
In der Meeting mu� te der President 
dann betteln gehen. 
Und stolz sind wir heute mit  
bald 2000 Moneten. 
2 Jahre waren vergangen bald 
u. Frank Wengenroth wurde der 
2te Presidente halt 
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Er hat seine Sache gut gemacht 
Und die Mitgliedschaft auf 50 gebracht. 
Die Ella + Bill mu� ten aber weiter 
leiden, als Schatzmeister + Secretäre 
mu� ten sie bleiben 

     So gingen 2 andere Jahre dahin 
     und der Emil Gerlt sa�  als 
     Presidente drinn. 
     2 Jahre hat er die Gabel geschwungen 
     u. war recht froh als die Zeit 
     war verronnen. 
     Max als nächster President 
     la� t uns singen allzusamm 
     Max Du hast den Bogen raus 
     Die Bertha + Frank ein Ehepaar 
     wurden Secretär + Treasurer dann. 
     Aber da der Club an Grösse 
     zugenommen, mu� ten wir 
     einen Public Relation Secretär 
     bekommen. Da hat sich die 
     Berta des Amtes erbarmt 
     und versteht dies Amt ganz 
     wunderbar scharmant 
     Nun kam die Ella wieder 
     dran – gewählt wurd sie wieder  
     als Secretär. Wir wollen Ihr alle 
     recht dankbar sein, dies Amt 
     mu�  ja verstanden sein 
 
   

     O weh was kommt denn jetzt 
     daher, der Fred der wurd der 
     Treasurer. Er hat die Kasse 
     gut geführt – die Balance 
     in der Tasch entführt 
     Wir alle vom Club bitten 
     den Vorstand sehr, bleibt 
     im Amte noch ein Jahr 
     Dann wird der Club auch 
     fernerhin gedeihen und   
     wir alle wollen Euch 
     dankbar sein. 
 

  
Rosemarie Deutsch,  6803 Coyote Ridge Court,  University Park, FL  34201,  Tel. (941) 358-5088, e-mail: rodesa2@gmail.com 


